
Leopold König (37) is CEO and co-founder of CUSTOMCELLS®. 
König studied industrial engineering at Stralsund University 
of Applied Sciences, specialising in mechanical engineering and 
business management. As early as 2011, the former paramedic 
and emergency medical technician posioned himself on 
electromobility by joining the development department for 
lithium polymer cells at Fraunhofer ISIT and already founded 
CUCUSTOMCELLS® Itzehoe GmbH together with Torge Thönnessen 
the following year. 

Leopold is a specialist in applicaon analyses and producon 
technologies for baery cells. Previously, he gained several 
years of internaonal professional experience in the context 
of corporate controlling, the digitalisaon of factories, 
the construcon and new construcon of a pharmaceucal 
pproducon facility in China, as well as in the technical support 
of large-scale real estate projects. The diversity of the individual 
projects led König to an extensive, cross-industry network.
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Torge Thönnessen (37) is CEO and Co-Founder of 
CUSTOMCELLS® Itzehoe GmbH and CTO of Cellforce 
Group GmbH. Thönnessen studied chemical engineering 
at Philipps University Marburg and Lund University in 
Sweden. He began his professional career as a scienst 
at Fraunhofer ISIT in various projects to Industrialise the 
producon of lithium baery cells from laboratory scale 
tto industrial scale. During this me, he worked for 
various start-ups to commercialise specific types of 
lithium baery cell technology at the baery system and 
electrode level. In 2012, the natural scienst founded 
CUSTOMCELLS® together with Leopold König as a spin-off 
of the Fraunhofer Gesellscha. 

Today, CUSTOMCELLS® is one of the world's leading 
ccompanies in the field of developing special lithium-ion 
baery cells. At the company's locaons in Itzehoe 
(SchleswigHolstein - Germany) and in Tübingen 
(Baden-Würemberg - Germany), CUSTOMCELLS® - Made 
in Germany - develops and produces applicaon-specific 
baery cells from prototypes to small and medium series. 

The scieThe scienst speaks German, English and Russian and has 
more than eight years of experience in electromobility, 
baery cell development, product development and 
process analysis and opmisaon. Torge Thönnessen takes 
on the role of Chief Technology Officer (CTO) at Cellforce 
Group GmbH. Thönnessen has two children and lives with 
his family in Hamburg.
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